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great advantage, it will but the sooner bring on a war with
Prance, as it is natural to suppose they will not let us ever
be quiet masters of America again, nor naiss the present
favourable opportunity of embarrassing us so considerably.
However, I have no great faith in reasonings on future

f                                 events, and much less on my own reasonings of that sort.

\                                 When it is so difficult to trace back events to causes, the

reverse must be much more fallible.
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1731,   To THE EARL OF

Strawberry Hill, Nov. 2,1776.

THOUGH inclination, and consciousness that a man of my
age, who is neither in Parliament nor in business, has little
to do in the world, keep me a good deal out of it, yet I will
not, my dear Lord, encourage you in retirement; to which,
for the interest of your friends, you have but too much
propensity. The manners of the age cannot be agreeable to
those who have lived in something soberer times; nor do
I think, except in Prance, where old people are never out of
fashion, that it is reasonable to tire those whose youth and
spirits may excuse some dissipation. Above all things, it
is my resolution never to profess retirement, lest, when
I have lost all my real teeth, the imaginary one, called
a colt's, should hurry me back and make me ridiculous.
But one never outlives all one's cotemporaries; one may
assort with them. Pew Englishmen, too, I have observed,
can bear solitude without being hurt by it. Our climate
makes us capricious, and we must rub off our roughness and

I   ;>i                                  humours against one another.   We have, too, an always

increasing resource, which is, that though we go not to the
young, they must come to us: younger usurpers tread on
their heels, as they did on ours, and revenge us that have
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